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The  Illinois  Campaign  Financing 
Act  was  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  accurate  account¬ 
ing  of  contributions  and  expenditures 
made  on  behalf  of  or  in  opposition  to 
candidates  for  public  office  or  questions 
of  public  policy.  The  Act  directly  affects 
political  committees  who  receive  or  ex¬ 
pend  in  excess  of  $1 ,000  within  a  twelve 
month  period,  and  requires  that  they  file 
reports  of  campaign  contributions  and 
expenditures  at  regular  intervals.  Infor¬ 
mation  filed  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  disclosure  law  becomes  a  matter 
of  public  record. 

Although  the  primary  purpose  of 
the  Act  is  to  require  the  disclosure  of 
campaign  funding,  it  also  provides 
specific  rights  for  individuals  who  may 
or  may  not  be  directly  affected  by  its  fil¬ 
ing  provisions.  This  brochure  is  de¬ 
signed  to  enumerate  those  rights  and  to 
supply  relevant  information  as  to  their 
basis  in  statute,  administrative  regula¬ 
tion  or  case  law. 

CONTRIBUTING  FROM  PERSONAL 
INCOME 

One  of  the  most  fundamental 
aspects  of  the  right  of  free  political 
association  is  the  right  of  an  individual 
to  contribute  personal  funds  in  support 
of  or  in  opposition  to  candidates  or 
questions  of  public  policy.  The  Illinois 
Campaign  Financing  Act  places  no 
restrictions  on  the  amount  an  individual 
may  contribute.  Certain  sections  of  the 
statute,  however,  provide  for  the  dis¬ 
closure  of  information  about  the  source 
of  contributions  received  by  political 
committees.  The  following  information 
applies  to  contributions  made  by  in¬ 
dividuals  from  their  personal  income: 
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1.  Individuals  who  contribute  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $1,000  from  personal 
income  during  a  twelve  month 
period  do  not  qualify  as  a  politi¬ 
cal  committee  in  Illinois,  and  as 
such  are  exempt  from  filing  re¬ 
quirements. 

2.  One  or  more  contributions  ex¬ 
ceeding  a  total  of  $150  during  a 
reporting  period  necessitate 
itemization  by  the  committee 
receiving  them.  This  itemization 
consists  of  the  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  contributor,  and  the 
date  and  amount  of  each  con¬ 
tribution. 

3.  Contributions  of  an  aggregate 
of  $500  or  more  received  during 
the  30-day  period  preceding  an 
election  must  be  reported  by  the 
recipient  committee  within  two 
business  days.  The  information 
required  in  this  itemization  is 
the  same  as  that  set  forth  in 
item  2  above. 

Note  that  under  no  circumstances 
is  the  individual  required  to  file  dis¬ 
closure  reports  if  the  contributions  he 
or  she  makes  are  from  personal  income. 
However,  in  certain  instances,  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  individuals  making  the 
contributions  must  be  supplied  by  the 
political  committee  which  accepts  the 
contributions. 

VOLUNTARY  SERVICES;  PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 

Individuals  may  elect  to  volunteer 
all  or  part  of  their  time  toward  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  a  candidate’s  campaign. 
Although  the  Campaign  Financing  Act 


requires  the  disclosure  of  certain  types 
of  non-monetary  contributions,  volun¬ 
tary  services  provided  by  individuals  are 
exempt  from  reporting  requirements. 
This  is  provided  in  Illinois  Revised 
Statutes,  Chapter  46,  Article  9-1. 4(4). 

In  addition,  an  individual  may  vo¬ 
luntarily  provide  the  use  of  real  or  per¬ 
sonal  property  on  his  residential 
premises  for  candidate-related  activ¬ 
ities.  Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
46,  Article  9-1.4(5a),  as  long  as  the  value 
of  the  service  provided  does  not  exceed 
a  total  of  $150  during  a  reporting  period, 
it  is  not  considered  to  be  a  contribution 
and  does  not  become  reportable. 


INSPECTION 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Cam¬ 
paign  Financing  Act  is  to  provide 
Illinois  citizens  with  information  about 
the  funding  of  political  campaigns,  both 
statewide  and  locally.  According  to  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  46,  Article  9-16, 
any  individual  may  inspect  and/or  copy 
any  campaign  financing  reports  on  file 
with  the  State  Board  of  Elections  or  the 
county  clerk.  All  reports  are  required  by 
statute  to  be  made  available  for  inspec¬ 
tion  within  two  days  of  the  date  of  filing. 
Any  individual  desiring  to  examine  a 
report  must  first  complete  a  form  D-3, 
Request  for  Inspection,  which  identifies 
the  examiner  by  name,  and  includes  his 
occupation,  address,  telephone  num¬ 
ber,  date,  and  the  reason  for  inspection. 
A  copy  of  each  Request  for  Inspection 
is  promptly  sent  to  the  committee 
whose  reports  have  been  examined. 
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COMPLAINTS 


Any  individual  who  believes  that  a 
violation  of  the  Act  has  occurred  may 
file  a  verified  complaint  with  the  State 
Board  of  Elections.  Pursuant  to  I.R.S. 
Chapter  46,  9-20,  each  complaint  is 
subject  to  the  following  requirements: 

1.  It  must  be  in  writing. 

2.  It  must  include  the  name  of  the 
candidate  or  the  chairman  or 
treasurer  of  the  committee 
which  has  allegedly  violated  the 
Act. 

3.  It  shall  state  the  statutory  provi¬ 
sions  which  have  allegedly  been 
violated. 

4.  It  shall  state  the  time,  place,  and 
nature  of  the  alleged  offense. 

5.  It  shall  be  verified,  dated,  and 
signed  by  the  complainant. 

GENERAL  PROHIBITIONS 

The  Campaign  Financing  Act  also 
places  certain  restrictions  upon  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  includes  penalties  for 
violations  of  its  provisions: 

1.  No  person  may  make  an  anony¬ 
mous  contribution. 

2.  No  person  may  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  in  the  name  of  another. 

3.  No  person  may  willfully  file  a 
false  complaint. 

4.  No  person  may  sell  or  utilize  in¬ 
formation  obtained  or  copied 
from  statements  filed  by  any 
committee  for  soliciting  contri¬ 
butions  or  for  purpose  of  busi¬ 
ness  solicitation. 
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Many  individuals  may  require  more 
specific  information  than  is  contained 
in  this  brochure.  Inquiries  may  be 
directed  to: 


State  Board  of  Elections 
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^fjublic  Disclosure  Division 
tljifed-Squth  Spring  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62704 
(217)  782-4141 


or 


State  Board  of  Elections 
Public  Disclosure  Division 
201  North  Wells,  Suite  500 
Chicago,  Illinois  60606 
(31 2)  793-6440 


Copies  of  “An  Act  to  Regulate 
Campaign  Financing,”  the  Rules  and 
Regulations,  and  Manual  of  Instruc¬ 
tions  are  available  at  the  Springfield 
and  Chicago  offices  upon  request,  and 
public  disclosure  personnel  are  on  hand 
to  respond  to  inquiries. 
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